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The local Torch club is the heart and soul of the 
International Association of Torch Clubs, with 
over seventy clubs in the U.S. and Canada.  It is 
the place where ideas flow together, sometimes 
clash, and often explode into new patterns of 
thought.  It is a meeting ground where members 
share their individual perspectives in an atmos-
phere of free thought and expression.  The local 
Torch club provides an opportunity for persons of 
disparate backgrounds and varied experiences to 
meet face-to-face and share social and intellectu-
al adventures in a relaxed atmosphere.  In short, 
Torch offers its members a place where active 
minds become more active and where personal 
growth emerges for those who participate.   

 

http://www.torch.org/  

International Association 
of Torch Clubs  



 
 

 

Next month’s program – March 11, 2025  

 

Speaker:  Mike Leavitt 

Topic:   

History of Zionism 

 
 

 

The history of Zionism spans thousands of years, from its 

roots in ancient biblical texts through its continuous ap-

pearance in Jewish prayer books to its modern manifesta-

tion as a political movement in the late 19th century and 

the establishment of the State of Israel in 1948. This talk 

will trace the development of Zionist ideas and aspira-

tions from biblical times through key historical periods, 

culminating in the creation of Israel and ongoing debates 

surrounding Zionism today.    
 

 

 

February 11, 2025 

PROGRAM 
 

5:30  Social Time 

6:00 p.m. Call to Order – Dona Wolf 

6:10 p.m. Dinner 

 7:15 p.m.
 Program  

 

Speaker:  Steve 
Creskoff 

Topic: “Our Man in 
Moscow”  

Steve spent his ca-
reer as an interna-
tional trade lawyer 
in more than 50 
countries. He worked in private law practice, for US 
Government, and for international organizations such as 
U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID), the 
World Bank and the United Nations. Between Septem-
ber 2004 and February 2006, he was Chief of Party for a 
World Bank consulting project in Moscow. This project 
was designed to help Russia change its laws to conform 
with requirements of the World Trade Organization and 
the World Customs Organization agreements. 

His talk, illustrated with photos, will cover some of the 
revealing and amusing experiences he had working in 
Russia and discuss where we are today in US-Russia re-
lations. 

  8:15p.m. Adjourn  


